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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Limits the amount of workers compensation 
benefits available to illegal immigrants unless it is proven that the employer 
had knowledge of the employee’s immigration status. 
 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Increase State Expenditures –$16,800/One-Time 
       $119,600/Recurring  
 
 Assumptions: 
 

•   Approximately 4.38 percent of the population of Tennessee are illegal 
immigrants based upon U.S. census estimates.   

•   Approximately 9,000 workers’ compensation claims eligible for 
permanent partial disability benefits annually. 

•   Approximately 2 percent of such claims are from illegal immigrants (this 
is less than the 4.38 percent population of immigrants in TN because it 
is assumed that some of these individuals are not working or would not 
apply for benefits due to the fear of deportation). 

•   The Department of Labor and Workforce Development (LWFD) handles 
approximately 59,549 workers’ compensation claims applicable to the 
bill annually. 

•   LWFD will be required to do immigration status checks on each of the 
59,549 workers’ compensation claims. 

• LWFD will require three additional administrative staff positions.  The 
total increase in recurring state expenditures relative to these positions 
is approximately $104,400 (salaries $59,300), (benefits $20,100), 
($25,000 office, travel, supplies, phones, etc.).  The one-time increase in 
state expenditures for these positions is approximately $16,800 (office 
landscaping and computers). 

• LWFD will require at least one SAVE access terminal at a recurring 
annual cost of $300. 

• LWFD will be required to conduct 59,549 SAVE queries at a minimum 
cost of $0.25 each.  The total increase in recurring state expenditures 
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for such queries is estimated to exceed $14,900 (59,549 x $0.25 = 
$14887.25). 

• State and local governments do not employ illegal aliens. 
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